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WHAT an awesome day the Year 7s and 8s had caving, exploring and 
abseiling on Monday! Although the weather wasn’t the best, we had 

so much fun and the students were amazing. 
A big thank you to Mr Draper, Mrs Muraahi, Mrs Anselmi, Mrs Stock-
hoff and Miss Perrett who came on the trip, and to Mrs Draper and 

Miss Butler for helping out with the organising leading up to it. 
A big thank you to Rich, Scoba and Travis from the Waitomo Caves 

Discovery Centre who went above and beyond to accommodate us, 
and even let us plant a tree at the end to mark our visit. 

What a way to end the year! 
Unfortunately, our Year 9 &10 caving trip didn't go ahead on Tuesday 

due to the kura closing, but we will hopefully go early next year. 
Mrs Lucy Thomas
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A SUMMARY in brief as Principal of Piopio College: January 2017 - De-
cember 2021 ...

I have reflected on whether I have had any impact on Piopio Col-
lege since my arrival in January 2017? And must say that I do not 
take credit for any of the last five year's achievements, as I unequivo-
cally believe that leaders only impact others when others buy-in, 
commit, and involve themselves in the change and improvement 
strategies.  

So to begin with, a big thank you to all the teaching and support 
staff who have been at Piopio College over the last five years. You 
are all part of the team and together we have navigated the waters 
and overcome all the challenges that have been thrown at us, and 
we have seen positive results.

I also thank and acknowledge the Board of Trustees who have sup-
ported our team along the way and have set the vision for the Col-

Farewell ... and thank you!
Johan 
van Deventer
Principal

Mr Vundee
says ...

lege. With your vision, governance and support we have achieved a number of victories – big and 
small. Shaun, Doug, Ian, Amy, Ripeka and Asha, you were fantastic governors and supporters of our 
mahi and I wish you great success in the future.

To all the parents and supporters of Piopio College, I can only wish that your numbers grow and 
that the entire community become avid supporters of our schools here in Piopio. It is, after all, your 
school and your children and we need you in our corner!

To the whanau in our roopu, thank you. You have been wonderful with your manaakitanga and 
tautoko to me and the kura, Ngaa Mihi nui e te Iwi O Maniapoto!

What I am particularly thankful for is the way in which my team of staff individually meet the needs 
of students and how they often focus on the individual needs that lead students to further training 
or employment. In a small rural school it is very challenging to offer a huge range of subjects when 
you do not have a huge team of teachers, but these guys bend backwards to accommodate their 
students in class, with specific Teacher Aide support and differentiated themes, topics and papers 
to help students on their chosen pathways.

Organisationally, it became clear that many Heads of Departments (all 9 of them) were isolated 
and did not have many collaborative opportunities. We reviewed the curricular structure to form 
what now exists as five faculties, with an average of three teaching members per faculty. This new 
structure will hopefully serve our staff and students better. We also introduced Restorative practices, 
PB4L and Structured Literacy into our curricular arsenal which, with continued commitment, should 
stand the school in good stead.

Another major milestone is the upgrading of all the buildings including the building of the Fitness 
Zone in partnership with the Recreation Centre and community support. The Fitness Zone was born 
out of a desire to create a small playground for the students however, when individuals from our 
parent community came on board and started fundraising, it grew into the wonderful $200,000 
asset it is today. This then led to the astroturf and Gym upgrade and the Community Recreation 
Centre which now provides Piopio College community with a physical activity and fitness complex 
seldom seen in other schools. 

I am particularly proud of the very strong junior cohort and their programme as well as the NCEA 
cohort and staff for all their efforts to ensure their programmes hit the mark. We are busy develop-
ing an appropriate Year 9 and 10 mentoring and academic diploma and this will be our ongoing 
challenge, while we also pilot the new Literacy and Numeracy and Te Reo Matatini programme 
under the reviewed NCEA changes.

Continued next page ...



Y10 in the hood
I AM super proud of the Year 10s who have 
made a hoodie or crew neck sweatshirt In the 
last two weeks. 
This was a massive achievement in such a short 
amount of time.  
Every hoodie and crew neck sweatshirt is differ-
ent as students have spent time appliqueing their 
own unique design on to them.  
It has been a pleasure to watch the commit-
ment and perseverance you have all shown to 
complete your sweatshirts, and I hope you enjoy 
wearing them.
Mrs Donna Russell

wow!wow!

From P2 ...

On the flipside of the coin, our school staff have been subjected to 
staffing reduction for four years in a row, and we have lost some of our 
classrooms as well due to funding rationalisation, and this is the tough part of 
the job when you have to ask people to put up their hands for redundancy every year, all the 
while trying to build a positive, cohesive team.

And then of course we have just experienced the most unusual two years in our recent history 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Nothing prepared us for this new landscape, so we just had to 
go with our gut instinct when the first lockdown hit us. I am not going to claim that we did eve-
rything right, but we did what we could to ensure the well-being of our children, staff and our 
families. Over the last year, the legal mandate became a bit tough as mandatory vaccinations 
became a reality in education, and the reality of a new education system and society is still be-
ing formed. I hope and pray that our school community and society as a whole will remain kind 
and supportive of everyone and that we will band together to conquer Covid-19.

To the students, thank you for the friendly hello`s and Kia ora`s you have provided over the years. 
It is what keeps teachers coming back day after day! Your lovely smiles and friendly greetings 
have always been the best reward in my 25 years in education, as everything the staff and I have 
done is for you and your personal success. I look forward to meeting you somewhere in the future 
and finding out what you have achieved!

I love our school campus as it is one of the most scenic and beautiful schools in the most beauti-
ful part of the North Island ... the King Country! You are all very privileged to have access to such 
a fantastic school – treasure it and look after it and it will provide you and all the generations to 
come with fantastic memories that will last a lifetime.

Ngā reia, tēna koutou, tēna koutou, tēna koutou katoa!
Meri kirihimete!
Johan van Deventer

Mr Vundee
says ...

thank you!thank you!



Piopio College BOT
The Piopio College Board of Trustees re-
solved at a meeting on 10th of November 
to alter its constitution outlining the number 
of parent representatives on its BOT com-
mittee from 5 to 4. The Board feels that this 
number is more reflective of the current 
school role.

This meeting was held online due to Covid 
restrictions. Members of the public and 
school community are invited to consult 
with the BOT on this matter before the 20th 
December 2021.

If you wish to comment please contact 
BOT chairperson Shaun Carter directly on 
021677825 or scarter@piopio.school.nz

Written submissions may also be left at the 
school.

Ngaa Mihi
Shaun Carter 
Chairperson
Piopio College BOT

The next BOT meeting is 
Monday 13th December at 5.30pm

We are required to give two weeks notice to 
the public but have been a bit remiss due to 

Covid and online meetings.

BOT Meeting

Thank you very much to our 
2021 prizegiving sponsors

Corey Barnsdall Builders
MFM – Te Reo Irirangi o Maniapoto

Davis Automotive
Mrs Marina Rauputu

Photo Life Studios
Altrusa Club Te Kuiti

Waikato Graduate Women
Te Kuiti New World

Murray Hunt Furnishings – Otorohanga
Piopio College Trust Fund

Piopio College Coffee Club

Prizegiving Sponsors 2021

Students awarded
Tēnā tātou 

It's an absolute delight to give you some 
photo's from this mornings Wintec Trade Pro-
grammes presentation in Te Kūiti. 
The Wintec wanted to note that, out of the 
Trades Programmes of 780 tauira, there are 
only 12 awards for the Waikato. 
We should be proud of our kura to receive two 
of these for Narnie Tainui and Ānika Takarei. 
Wintec send their congratulations to Te Kura 
Tuarua o Piopio, where we stand a much lesser 
chance against other bigger kura, for these 
awards. They are tremendously proud of our 
kura and our young ladies. 
This is also a testament to the girls own lead-
ership and resilience towards their learning 
with the amazing support from Jojo for always 
keeping them on track – ngā mihi rawa atu 
Jojo. 
Enjoy the photos and Christmas break. Thank 
you all for your continued support to growing 
our future leaders. 

Kia haumaru te noho
Ngā mihi 
Amber-lee (Parent)

Narnie (left) awarded
Food and Beverage 
(Café Skills) – 
Excellence Award

Anika (right) awarded 
Hairdressing And Beauty 

Therapy Level 3 – 
Distinction Award



wow!wow!

THIS is the last time I will be putting 
the Piopio College Newsletter to bed 
... apparently my head is so big that I 
have room to fit yet another hat. Sadly 

though, not big enough to continue 
wearing this one.

I hope you have enjoyed reading about 
our wonderful College and what the 
students and teachers have been up 

to – it's been a pleasure putting it 
together.

This piece was from the very first 
newsletter I did, back in August 2020.

Wishing the school every
success ...

Jules

Over and out!

History
corner


